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biin with misappropriation of funds. One of these men later wenf"
over to the enemy. More trouble arose through an ill-advised
invitation to a member of the Japanese General Staff to act as
adviser to the Society. In this way the Japanese government
came to know the innermost secrets of the league and their friendly
attitude turned to hostility. It was not long before Japan suspended
the publication of The People's Journal.
There was now little that could be done at headquarters and soon
the office was closed and all affairs of the dispirited party concen-
trated in the outlawed person of Sun. China, Japan, French Indo-
China, The Netherlands Indies, British Malaya and Hongkong were
all proscribed areas for Sun Yat-sens but there was no leader who
could take his place.                                                               *
The ninth defeat recorded by Sun is a commentary on this matter
of leadership. An insurrection of newly-mobilised troops in Kwang-
tung lacked a leader and one of Sun's young lieutenants took
command. An accidental explosion killed this man and the whole
insurrection fizzled out.
Sun was in America when news of this affair reached him and he
at once sailed for Japan, He was recognised by spies in Yokohama
and obliged to flee "for the south", but he managed to get together
a meeting of his party. His own record says:
"Amongst the comrades at this time there was great depression. After our
defeat and the destruction of our strongest committee we had lost advantage-
ous positions. Most of our fighters were forced to flee and emigrate. We had**
not sufficient strength to organise all anew. Therefore the comrades were in
an extremely pessimistic frame of mind, arid when we began to talk of our
future plans, they all sighed heavily and did not look one another in the
eyes*"87
To use his own expression, Sun "took the floor" and promised to
raise fresh funds. Five thousand dollars were needed at once to
keep alive the revolutionists in Szechuan and for any further action
*4several tens of thousands of dollars**. "In the space of a few days
we collected sixty or seventy thousand dollars/* wrote Sun and,
although be used the pronoun "we*% it is evident this remarkable
recovery from despair was due entirely to his own personality aod
persuasiveness,
Tbe last "failure" took place on March 24, 1911. It was led by
Huang Hsing who bad at his disposal in Canton about five hundred
**DajFe-to-dies", Outside the city were larger forces ready to move
oa receipt of ammunition. Pistols and hand grenades were smuggled